
Edunomika – Vol. 08, No. 04, 2024 
 

1 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF PARAPHRASING TECHNIQUE USED BY STUDENT OF 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 

Agnes Mejika April Lia
1*

, Nike Angraini
2
, Dita Rizki Anggraini

3
 

1,2,3
English Education Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,  

University of Indo Global Mandiri Palembang 

Email: 2020710044@student.uigm.ac.id 
 

 

Abstract:    Paraphrasing is an important technique in academic writing to avoid plagiarism, 

understanding the material and convey information in your own language. This 

research examines the paraphrasing methods employed by English study 

program students at Indo Global Mandiri University in Palembang using 

qualitative research, specifically thematic analysis, and data collection 

techniques including tests and interviews. The study involved 8 out of 16 

eighth-semester students. For the test, the participants paraphrased a descriptive 

text provided by the researcher, and the interview comprised 8 questions related 

to paraphrasing. The findings revealed that most techniques used by students 

were changing vocabulary and the obstacles when paraphrasing texts were lack 

of vocabulary and poor/lack of documentation skills. Moreover, the research 

found that the conditions for students to use paraphrasing were to avoid 

plagiarism, avoid direct quotations in writing, increase the clarity of writing, and 

complete writing assignments during class. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Language plays an important part in communication and social interaction in society. 

Language allows us to tell our thoughts, ideas, and feelings to others. Then, language can 

make us communicate, share information, understand, and be understood by others. There are 

various languages in the globe that may be used to communicate. However, English is the 

language most widely used in many countries. English is super important as a global 

communication tool, helping people from different cultures and languages communicate. It is 

like a bridge that connects people, no matter where they come from. It is not without reason 

that many people are competing to study English. In English courses there are 4 skill should 

be mastered well, such as reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Those four skills are 

closely related to each other.  

Writing is one of the most important abilities in language to support the function of 

language as a communication tool. Writing can be a social technology that is created to 

communicate among people. It is learned and produced in social circumstances, establishes 

social relationships, changes the writer’s social presence, creates shared meanings, and 

accomplishes social action (Bazerman, 2015). Writing is something that often done in 

universities. Academic writing is one of the important things in writing that needs to be 

focused on in universities. There are many kinds of academic writing such as; essays, term 

papers, research papers, etc. In academic writing, it is important to avoid plagiarism. 

Plagiarism includes using text no longer under copyright, or even material that one has 

personally written, if it is used without proper citation or acknowledgment (Weber-Wulff, 

2014). This action involves quoting part or all of the contents of someone else's scientific 
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work which is recognized as one's own scientific work, without citing the source 

appropriately and adequately. Writing skills prepare writing techniques so that cheating does 

not occur in making academic research. One of writing techniques to reduce plagiarism is 

paraphrasing. According to Strakey (2021), Paraphrasing means to express something that 

has been spoken or written by another person in your own words. You may use the original 

writer's language in your paraphrase, but only for a word or brief phrase, which should be put 

it in quotation marks. There are some steps to paraphrasing: fully understand the original, 

identify its main points, and then put it away to use your own words. Changing sentence 

structure and vocabulary helps ensure originality, while always giving credit to the source 

avoiding plagiarism, and acknowledging where the information came from (Hentschke, 

2017). In this process, the use of paraphrasing becomes an important skill, not only to avoid 

plagiarism but also to understand and convey information in a more personal way. 

Unfortunately, there are still many students who do not  understand the use of paraphrasing 

ability in academic writing.  In Indonesia, research has been conducted on paraphrasing 

skills, techniques, reasons, and the impact of not paraphrasing. For instance, the English 

Study Program at FKIP UNRI discovered that paraphrasing skills range from poor to 

average, with 76.92% of students performing at an unsatisfactory level (Gusparia, 2017), and 

Senior High School students in Indonesia show fair ability in paraphrasing (Putra, 2018), and 

The most dominant category of students' basic knowledge about paraphrasing is 

unsatisfactory. Therefore, it can be concluded that students’ paraphrasing ability in Indonesia 

is still unsatisfactory. This unsatisfactory level of paraphrasing ability is due to some causes,  

Khairunnisa et al (2014) discovered that the main causes of students' paraphrasing problems 

are a lack of vocabulary. and understanding of paraphrasing. Based on the research findings 

just mentioned, we can conclude that the ability of paraphrasing carried out by students at the 

university in Indonesia is still limited. 

In South Sumatra, particularly at Indo Global Mandiri University, students enrolled in the 

English language study program are expected to become proficient in all four skills of the 

English language, particularly writing. In terms of writing, the objective is for students to be 

able to apply  various techniques when compiling their academic work, especially 

paraphrasing techniques. Even though paraphrasing is considered an important skill in 

academic writing, some students at Indo Global Mandiri University still rarely use 

paraphrasing, and some students have difficulty paraphrasing a sentence. This is caused by a 

lack of vocabulary, making it difficult for students to find synonyms to paraphrase the 

sentence so that it is not similar to the sentence they want to cite. Another difficulty is that 

sometimes they are confused about arranging the sentences so as not to change the original 

meaning and message. the researcher developed three research questions, which are as 

follows: what were the paraphrasing techniques commonly used by students of the english 

study program at indo global mandiri university?, what obstacles did indo global mandiri 

university english students face in paraphrasing? ,in what condition did indo global mandiri 

university students used paraphrasing?. 

 

2. METHOD 

This study used the qualitative research design, specifically thematic analysis. This 

research was be conducted at the Indo Global Mandiri University, especially at the Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education in the English Department located in Palembang, South 

Sumatra. In this study, 6th-semester students were be selected as the participants. Out of 18 

students, 8 students were ready to participate in this research. The resarcher in this study the 

data collection was test and interview. For the test, Researcher used descriptive text as 

writing test material. Students would be given 2 examples of descriptive text,  descriptive 

about people and descriptive about places. These 2 examples of text are taken from the book 
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Writing Skills Practice Book for EFL Beginning/Intermediate Level by Patricia Wilcox 

Peterson, then students will choose one of these texts to paraphrase. The researcher choosen 

descriptive text as the topic because the students had studied it in the previous semester. 

During the interviews, the researcher asked students some questions that are related to 

paraphrasing, there were 8 questions that students must answer. Through the responses, the 

researcher would identify any obstacles that the students faced and how they overcame it. 

The interview was used to categorize the various conditions students when paraphrasing text. 

 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

The finding showed the result of students paraphrasing techniques, the obstacles and 

conditions when paraphrasing the text. Tests and interviews were data collection techniques 

in this research. Through this test, the researcher tries to determine what techniques students 

often use to paraphrase English texts. Besides, the researcher used interviews to find out what 

obstacles students experience and in what conditions they use paraphrasing. Based on the 

result of  students paraphrasing techniques and showed by this table below: 

Table 1. 

 Paraphrasing Techniques used  by Students' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the table above, the results of the paraphrasing techniques used by students in 

paraphrasing descriptive text are presented. This shows 0 for the "Changing style from 

personal to impersonal" technique, 2 for the "Reversing the order in which information is 

presented" technique, 1 for the "Changing Nouns and Pronouns from singular to plural 

pronouns from singular to plural or vice versa" technique. ”, 5 for the “changing verb form” 

technique, 14 for the “changing word order” technique, 15 for the “changing word class” 

technique, and 55 for the “changing Vocabulary” technique. 

Based on the explanation above, researcher found the results of the techniques used by 

students in paraphrasing descriptive text and are shown in the figure below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  

Percentage of Students' Paraphrasing Techniques 
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Based on the figure above, it can be seen that 0% for the "Changing style from personal 

to impersonal" technique, 1% for the "Changing Nouns and Pronouns from singular to plural 

pronouns from singular to plural or vice versa" technique, 2% for the "Reversing the order in 

which information is presented" technique, 6% for the "changing verb form" technique, 15% 

for the "changing word order" technique, and 61% for the "changing vocabulary" technique. 

The researcher can conclude that the highest percentage of paraphrasing techniques is 

"changing vocabulary" and the lowest percentage of paraphrasing techniques is "changing 

nouns and pronouns from singular to plural pronouns from singular to plural or vice versa". 

This means that the most dominant paraphrasing technique used by students in paraphrasing 

descriptive text is the "changing vocabulary" technique. 

6 out of the 7 techniques used by students, the highest percentage of students used the 

paraphrasing technique of changing vocabulary with percantage 60%. Changing vocabulary 

is used in all of the paraphrased texts that students have worked on. The researcher suggested 

that students often use this technique because it is simpler to apply compared to the other six 

techniques. Students only need to replace certain words in the original text with their 

synonyms without altering the sentence structure. Therefore, students consider this technique 

easier and more simpler (Zohra et al., 2022). Ismail et al (2020) also noted that students 

frequently paraphrase a passage by replacing words with synonyms due to the simplicity of 

this technique. This is because searching for synonyms is the easiest and simplest way for 

students to paraphrase - they simply replace certain words in the original text with synonyms 

without changing the sentence structure. 

In the interviews that were conducted, 4 students could paraphrase English texts well, and 

4 students did not really understand. Even though 4 students understand how to paraphrase 

English well, they also experience difficulties when paraphrasing English texts as do 4 other 

students. From the conclusion of the interview, the most frequently experienced obstacle was 

the difficulty of finding the right words or finding the right synonyms. some students such as 

"SMAK", "DJ", and "NS" said they had difficulty finding the correct understanding because 

English has many understandings so it was difficult for them to find the right understanding. 

According to Ismail et al. (2020), The difficulty in finding the right vocabulary is caused by a 

lack of vocabulary. In addition, Khairunnisa et al (2014) stated most students experience 

problems changing vocabulary in paraphrasing English texts, this is caused by a lack of 

vocabulary. Because of the lack of vocabulary they have, students usually end up using the 

wrong vocabulary. The second most common problem is maintaining the original meaning 

because it is difficult to find the right vocabulary, so this becomes a further obstacle in 

paraphrasing English texts. If the changed vocabulary is not appropriate then the original 

meaning will change or be a little confusing. Additionally, there are challenges in avoiding 

plagiarism when paraphrasing, as even the use of paraphrasing techniques may still result in 

similarity to the original text. Akbar (2020) stated that using only one paraphrasing 

technique, such as changing vocabulary or employing synonyms, can lead to plagiarism. 

Therefore, it is recommended to combine different techniques when paraphrasing a text. 

Additionally, students often struggle with difficulty in direct quotations when paraphrasing 

and avoiding similarities to the original text, this was caused by a lack of understanding of 

the original text that has not been paraphrased. One effective way to paraphrase a text 

accurately is to comprehensively, understand the original text, read it as it is complete, and 

then use that understanding to express the ideas in a new way. (Hentschke, 2017). Poor 

paraphrasing is caused by a lack of understanding of the material (Clarin et al., 2023).   

According to Regala-Flores & Lopez (2019), there are four categories of obstacles 

experienced by students. The first category is lack of English proficiency, which includes 

restating source ideas into own words, observing length/content requirements of a 

paraphrase, composing grammatical sentences, restructuring sentences, and organizing 
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thoughts. The second category is poor reading comprehension skills, which involves 

identifying the topic sentence/main ideas, understanding/interpreting the source text, 

selecting/deleting/overlooking supporting details, organizing/classifying details, and lacking 

reading skills. The third category is lack of vocabulary, which includes lacking vocabulary, 

using synonyms to replace words in the source texts, and changing word forms. The last 

category is poor/lack of documentation skills, which encompasses lacking knowledge in 

citing sources, misinformation about documentation, and fear of plagiarism. Some of the 

obstacles experienced by students, such as difficulty in finding the right word or finding the 

right synonym, fall into the category of lack of vocabulary. Meanwhile, maintaining the 

original text and difficult-to-find quotes, avoiding detailed plagiarism, and avoiding the 

original text, fall into the category of poor/lack of documentation skills. 

In the interviews conducted, it was found that some students frequently used 

paraphrasing, while others rarely utilized this technique. Paraphrasing was observed to be 

useful for students when reading books, essays, and stories as it helped them to comprehend 

the material, summarize information, and explain concepts. According to Shi et al, (2018), 

paraphrasing demonstrates students' understanding and their ability to incorporate new ideas.  

Additionally, students employed paraphrasing to avoid plagiarism in their writing 

assignments and to refrain from direct quotes. Some students also indicated that paraphrasing 

improved the clarity of their writing, a viewpoint supported by Masniyah, (2017), during the 

paraphrasing process, students typically start by reading and understanding the content 

independently. They then identify the key details and the main idea of the text before 

rephrasing it in their own words. This active learning process can significantly enhance 

students' writing skills. According to Ramadhani et al (2019), paraphrasing can show 

students' understanding and transfer their knowledge to add ideas to it. 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the finding and interpretations of the study,  it was found that 92 sentences used 

different paraphrasing techniques, there were 0 (0%) for the "Changing style from personal to 

impersonal" technique, 1 (1%) for the "Changing Nouns and Pronouns from words" 

technique. change singular to plural from singular to plural or vice versa”, 2 (2%) for the 

technique “Reverse the order of presentation of information.” 5 (6%) for the technique of 

“changing verb forms”, 14 (15%) for the technique of “changing word order”, 15 (16%) for 

the technique of “changing word classes”, 55 (60%) for the technique of “changing 

vocabulary ”. The researcher found the obstacles to paraphrasing faced by students and the 

conditions for using paraphrasing after the interviews were conducted. Students experience 5 

obstacles, difficulty finding the right word/finding the right synonym, difficulty finding the 

right quote, maintaining the original meaning, avoiding a detail of plagiarism, and avoiding 

similarity to the original text.  the 5 obstacles are divided into 2 categories: lack of 

vocabulary and poor/lack of documentation skills, lack of vocabulary for obstacle difficulty 

finding the right word/finding the right synonym, and poor/lack of documentation skills. As 

for the condition of students when using paraphrasing, there are 8 reading books or essays for 

better comprehension, summarizing information, or explaining concepts. Some also use 

paraphrasing to avoid plagiarism, avoid direct quotations in writing, improve writing clarity, 

and complete writing assignments during class lessons. 
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